EARL HAIG SECONDARY SCHOOL

Seven themes in Hamlet   Name: ______________________

Find examples for the following themes from in the play. Explain them in Modern English, and support them with specific quotations. At the end, write a brief summary of the importance of these ideas. The themes are listed in alphabetical order, but look to revenge as a place to start.

Theme: Revenge

	Example 1: Ghost’s request: Hamlet’s dead father asks him to kill Claudius to avenge his own death. He tries to convince and persuade young Hamlet.

	Quotation: 1/5/25-40

Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder…

The serpent that did sting thy father’s life

Now wears his crown.


	Example 2:Rosencrantz and Guildenstern



	Quotation:




	Example 3:Final violent battle



	Quotation:




	Example 4:Feigning madness



	Quotation: Act / scene  / Line…I am but mad north-northwest…




	Example 5: The play within the play



	Quotation:




	Example 6:Laertes



	Quotation:




	Summary of Theme:




Other Themes

Corruption [political]

Madness [maybe melancholy]
Mortality

Theatre

Women and Purity
Words and Actions
